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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)




October 2, 2011
Teacher Of The Year Suspended & In Danger Of Being Fired For Statements Against Homosexual Marriage

borrowed


A Florida teacher with 22 years of outstanding service, including being teacher of the year for the high school where he teaches, is in danger of losing his job over statements made on his personal Facebook page.


Earlier this year when he learned of the passage of New York’s same-sex marriage law, he reacted strongly on his Facebook page. Someone this past week took offense to it, complained to the school system, and now the teacher is suspended with an investigation to determine whether or not he will be fired.

 
This shows the intolerance of our multicultural, pluralistic society. It is sickening. Those who demand tolerance for their “lifestyle” are extremely intolerant of those who speak out against it. They are hypocrites, as well as deviants (Rom. 1:18-32).

Another Alarm

 
An incident like this should raise an alarm with all who believe in the Bible’s teaching on moral issues. We are confronted with humanistic values in schools, at work, in government, and many other places. The pressure is only going to increase.

 
When we speak out against the works of darkness, we will be persecuted (Eph. 5:11; 2 Tim. 3:12). Our motives will be questioned. Our views held in contempt. We will be accused of bigotry, hatred, and intolerance. While the first two are false, the last one is right. Christians are intolerant.

 
Christians are to love all men, including their enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). This, however, does not mean they put up with or remain silent about sin. Rather, the one who loves his neighbor will point out his sin, rebuke him for it, and call him to repentance (Eph. 4:15; Gal. 4:16; Acts 17:30, 31).

 
God is intolerant. Think about the flood, Sodom & Gomorrah, and the captivities of Israel and Judah—where God’s people were brutalized by their enemies because of their unfaithfulness to God. Does God love all men? Yes. He sent His Son to die for them (Jn. 3:16). However, God (1) acts to turn men away from sin and (2) has established consequences for sin.

 
It is time that all who believe the Bible’s moral teachings stand up for them and not be intimidated. We need to speak out against injustices like the one being done now to the Florida teacher; in our communities and companies. Let us not be ashamed of God’s word or afraid of the hostile reaction from the world.
Excerpts From The August 19, 2011 Article http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/08/19/florida-teacher-suspended-for-anti-gay-marriage-post-on-personal-facebook/print
A former “Teacher of the Year” in Mount Dora, Fla. has been suspended and could lose his job after he voiced his objection to gay marriage on his personal Facebook page. 

Jerry Buell, a veteran American history teacher at Mount Dora High School, was removed from his teaching duties this week as school officials in Lake County investigate allegations that what he posted was biased towards homosexuals. 

“We took the allegations seriously,” said Chris Patton, a communication officer with Lake County Schools. “All teachers are bound by a code of special ethics (and) this is a code ethics violation investigation.” 

Patton said the school system received a complaint on Tuesday about something Buell had written last July when New York legalized same sex unions. On Wednesday, he was temporarily suspended from the classroom and reassigned. 

Patton said Buell has taught in the school system for 22 years and has a spotless record. Last year, he was selected as the high school’s “Teacher of the Year.”   But now his job is on the line because of what some have called anti-gay and homophobic comments. 

Buell told Fox News Radio that he was stunned by the accusations. “It was my own personal comment on my own personal time on my own personal computer in my own personal house, exercising what I believed as a social studies teacher to be my First Amendment rights,” he said. 

[Buell’s two Facebook posts:] 
“I’m watching the news, eating dinner when the story about New York okaying same-sex unions came on and I almost threw up,” he wrote. “And now they showed two guys kissing after their announcement. If they want to call it a union, go ahead. But don’t insult a man and woman’s marriage by throwing it in the same cesspool of whatever. God will not be mocked. When did this sin become acceptable?” 

Three minutes later, Buell posted another comment: “By the way, if one doesn’t like the most recently posted opinion based on biblical principles and God’s laws, then go ahead and unfriend me. I’ll miss you like I miss my kidney stone from 1994. And I will never accept it because God will never accept it. Romans chapter one.” 
Buell’s attorney...   accused the school system of violating his First Amendment rights.   “The school district is being anti-straight, anti-First Amendment and anti-personal liberty,” said Horatio Mihet, an attorney with the Liberty Counsel. “The idea that public servants have to whole-heartedly endorse homosexual marriage is repugnant to the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution,” Mihet told Fox News Radio.

“All he did was speak out on an issue of national importance and because his comments did not fit a particular mold, he is now being investigated and could possibly lose his job. What have we come to?” 

Buell said... “To try and say you could lose your job over speaking about something in the venue that I did in the manner that I did is not just a knee-jerk reaction,” he said. “It’s a violent reaction to one person making a complaint.” 

But Patton said the school system has an obligation to take the comments seriously. He said Buell will not be allowed back in the classroom “until we do all the interviews and do a thorough job of looking at everything – past or previous writings.” 
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[Buell’s attorney:] “These are not fringe ideas that Mr. Buell espoused on his personal Facebook page,” he told Fox News Radio. “They are mainstream textbook opposition to homosexual unions – and now he’s been deemed unfit to teach children because he opposes gay marriage? ...” Buell believes the school system is trying to send a message to Christian teachers. 

“There is an intimidation factor if you are a Christian or if you make a statement against it (gay marriage) you are a bigot, a homophobe, you’re a creep, you’re intolerant,” he said. “We should have the right to express our opinions and talk about things.” 

Meanwhile, hundreds of people have joined at least two Facebook groups calling for the school system to reinstate the popular teacher. “He’s developed a reputation as being one of the most caring teachers in the school,” Mihet said. 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

Business Meeting – Last Sunday Each Month

Web: Http://NSCOC.Info

E-Bulletin:  Preacher@NSCOC.Info
“Let Love Be Without Hypocrisy” (Rom. 12:9)          Albert Bussell (Jean Gambrell's brother passed); Kevin & Christina Blankenship; Allie Cantrell (Mary Stafford’s mother); Betty England; Dorothy Huddleston (remission); Doug Stafford; Ed Williams; Fred Newman Jr.; Harold Frazier; Jean Gambrell; Jerry Taylor; Jewel (Ellen Burchett's sister); Jonathan Murdock (Joyce Gardner's nephew); Josh Key (Great grandson of Mary Cox); Junior Taylor; Layvoughn Howell (Wanda's brother, lungs); Madelyne Bennett (Jean Gambrell’s sister); Mary Cox (throat surgery); Michael & Eileen, Elizabeth & Robert Laurence (preacher & his family in Texas); Paula Hill (Doug Hill’s mother); Sandra Harris (cancer, Ellen's daughter); Stephen Vaughn (Christina's brother); Wanda Bumbalough (Joyce Gardner’s sister-in-law, lung cancer).









